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they must not have read what the Lee
amendment says.

It simply says that we resolve that
the United States should work through
the United Nations to seek to resolve
the matter of ensuring that Iraq is not
developing weapons of mass destruc-
tion through mechanisms such as the
resumption of weapons inspections, ne-
gotiation, inquiry, mediation, regional
arrangements and other peaceful
means.

This is a peace resolution, a desire to
do everything that is reasonably pos-
sible through peaceful means before we
resort to what is really an unviable op-
tion, and that unviable option is war.

I encourage my colleagues to support
the amendment to this resolution.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Texas
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE).

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, let me thank the distin-
guished gentlewoman from California
for yielding time and express the rea-
son that I come to this floor because it
is with a heavy heart. I remind my col-
leagues, as I know all of them are very
conscious of, it is a question of life and
death. That is why I rise to support the
Lee amendment, because I believe it
does not preclude the constitutional
duties that this Congress has, and that
is the singular duty to declare war.

Might I note in her amendment that
she specifically notes that Iraq is not
in compliance with the United Nations
Security Council resolution. She ac-
knowledges that the additional United
Nations resolutions on inspections,
that they are in noncompliance and
that they violate international law.
Iraq cease-fire obligations potentially
endanger the United States and re-
gional security interests.

We know the dangers of Iraq. But
what we also say to this body is that
the President of the United States has
every authority to be able to protect
the United States upon the basis of im-
minent danger, of immediate danger.
But what the President does not have,
what we are seeking to do is to give
him authority for a first strike without
the constitutional obligation of Con-
gress to declare war. I rise to support
the Lee amendment.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WOOLSEY).

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the Lee amendment because
it recognizes that in this time of crisis
we have the opportunity to pursue a
new vision for the world. This vision
affirms the character of our Nation and
refutes mistaken attempts to use vio-
lence to bring about peace. We have
been down that road before. It is time
to choose a new way. My constituents
understand this. They are overwhelm-
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ingly opposed to the war. In fact, they
wish I had more than one vote today.

A woman from Santa Rosa wrote to a
local paper asking, and I quote, what
would war with Iraq accomplish? U.S.
aggression would only create more
homeless and victimized refugees, more
hatred of the United States by the rest
of the world, and the death of our sons
and daughters in the military. She con-
tinues: Violence only creates more vio-
lence. The United States is the great-
est, the most powerful country in the
world. We have the opportunity to be
leaders of peace.

Mr. Speaker, that is why I support
the Lee resolution and oppose author-
izing force in Iraq.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. FILNER).

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tlewoman from California is a woman
of courage, a woman of peace. We
thank her for her leadership.

I heard the gentleman from Illinois,
the chairman, earlier worry about our
status as a sovereign Nation if this mo-
tion passes. This is a motion which
makes our sovereign Nation safer. In
the 21st century, the wars against ter-
rorism, those wars require and will re-
quire international cooperation. We
cannot go it alone in the 21st century.
We cannot go it alone in a war against
terrorism. We must have the world
community with us.

We will be less safe if we do not pass
this resolution. America will be less
safe if we pass the resolution that the
President wants. We dilute our war
against terrorism, we increase the pos-
sibility of terrorists getting weapons of
mass destruction. The al Qaeda I would
think would be cheering the passage of
the underlying resolution because the
instability of the area, for example, in
Pakistan would more likely give them
a nuclear weapon. Let us work with the
international community. Let us work
with the United Nations. Let us follow
the path of peace. Let us support the
Lee amendment.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
to yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS), the dis-
tinguished ranking member of the
Committee on International Relations.

Mr. LANTOS. I want to thank my
friend, chairman of the committee, for
yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, I first want to commend
my friend and colleague from Cali-
fornia for her active and valuable con-
tribution to the work of the Committee
on International Relations and to the
work of this House. I appreciate the
views of my colleague from California
and I share her view that we must ex-
haust all diplomatic and peaceful
means for disarming Saddam Hussein,
and we all agree that war can be only
our very last resort. Indeed, Mr. Speak-
er, the joint resolution before us sup-
ports the diplomatic process at the
United Nations and it requires the
President to exhaust all peaceful
means before resorting to war. Our dis-
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tinguished Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, is working nonstop at the
United Nations to move towards a
peaceful and diplomatic resolution of
this crisis, and I fully support Sec-
retary Powell’s efforts.

However, Mr. Speaker, I strongly be-
lieve that our diplomacy will achieve
its purpose only if the Iraqi regime
knows that a sword of Damocles hangs
over its head. Our joint bipartisan reso-
lution represents that statement of re-
solve.

I am also concerned that my friend’s
amendment disregards the very serious
threat posed by Iraqi sponsorship of
international terrorism, clearly a seri-
ous danger to the security and safety
of the United States.

I am convinced, Mr. Speaker, that
the bipartisan and bicameral agree-
ment reached with the White House is
approaching a final decision in both
the House and the Senate. Our chances
of obtaining the support of friends and
allies will be dramatically increased by
our show of decisiveness and unity in
this House. This is not the time to un-
ravel an agreement that is on the verge
of ratification. It is for these and many
other reasons that I regretfully and re-
spectfully oppose the gentlewoman’s
amendment.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. STARK).

(Mr. STARK asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I am proud
to rise in support of the resolution, the
amendment by my distinguished col-
league and neighbor, the gentlewoman
from California. The reason we should
support her amendment is very simple.
There is absolutely no evidence that
any thinking person could give that
says we are in any danger from Saddam
Hussein today. You are in more danger
from the snipers running around in
Prince Georges County that we cannot
find.

If you vote against the Lee sub-
stitute, you are automatically sen-
tencing, some of you old men who have
never been in service or never worn a
uniform like the last speaker, thou-
sands of Americans to sure death. You
know that the President wants blood.
He wants to go to war. That is why we
are going through this. And so you are
giving an inexperienced, desperate
young man in the White House the exe-
cution lever to kill thousands of Amer-
icans. Some of you did that and you
could look at the 50,000 names on the
wall down on the Mall. And is Vietnam
still in business? The last time I
looked. Don’t do it again. Support the
Lee amendment.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
to yield 3% minutes to the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. KINGSTON).

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding me
this time and wanted to say there is a
curious suggestion here that the people
in the U.N. care more about American



